THE NATIONAL REFORM PRESS
ASR0CTATION.

So many of the members of our re-
form press sssociation are members
of the Alliance, and so many of them
are usnally delezates to the national
couneil, that it 18 diffienlt to get them
together for business during the ses-
gion of the council. It has therefore
been decided st the recent meebing
in Memphis to hold no more meet-
ings st the same time and place as
the national council, and the consti-
tution was changed accordingly.
There being some importaut business
which requires early attention, it was
decided to hold the next measbling
February 22, 1893, and Washington,
D. G, was selocted as the place of
the meeting. Arrangements will be
made to secure transportation, aud it
is desired that a!l members of the
association and all who wish to be-
come members shall attend. There
will not only be important business
matters fo attend to, looking to the
finanoial interests of our papers, but
the opportunity will be afforded to
visit places of interest at the national
capital, and to witness the proceed-
ings of congress which will be in
gession at that time, A grand excur-
sion will be arranged and & general
good time is expected. W. S, Mor-
gan, sacretary of the association, will
issue & eircular soon giving full -
formation concerning this meeling,
and asking applications from all who
wish to attend, for transportation
There will be eome expense attending
the arrangements for transportation
which it is expected the members will
contribute in responee to Brother
Morgan's circular. This is expected
to be no small affair. It is desired to
make it a grand success both as an
exonrsion and #s & mesting. Let all
editors of reform papers make &r-
rangements fo go.

VAIN HOPES,

The following choice bit of pro-
phetic wisdom from & state house
philosopher 15 going the rounds of the
republican press:

Hon, Willinm Higgins sizes the aituation
up exaotly in the following: * The next re.
publican campaign will be made upon re-
publican prineiples, pure and simpls, and no
isms, fads or ologles will be allowed to entsr
into our platform. Tho days of orazy quilta
are over, and from now on you will sea re-
publican battles in Kansaa made for repub-
lisaniem and honest government,"”

The trouble with republican lead-
ers in recent years has been that they
have had mo principles, and the
“isms, fads and ologies” have been
incorporated in their “erazy quilt”
platforms simply to catch votes, and
without any mntention fo carry out a
single pledge given to ihe people.
The sbove guotation from the Hon.
(1) William is a plain confession of
this fact, sud the confession is simply
a confirmation of what the people had
already learned by observation and
experience. The disastrous defeat of
the republican party is not owing to
“isms, fads and ologies™ to be found
in the platforms, but to the dishon-
esty, the insincerity and the hypoe-
ricy of republican leaders 1 making
promises to the people which they
never intended to falfill, and it mat-
ters not what course these dema-

gogues may pursus in tha foture, or
what kind of platforms they may
make, they have foraver forfeited the
confidence of the people and cannot
hope for its restoration,

Tes most comforting thing result-
ing from defeat of the republican
party is that it puts an end to Wm
McKinley, Jr. Mr. MecKinley never
was as big & man as a great many
members of the party supposed him
to be. The so-called MeKinley billis
the old senate bill which was got up
a8 & subatitute for the Mills bll. He
took a copy of it and marked & large
number of tariff duties higher than
they were, and lo, he got credit for
having evolved a new system of tariff,
and it was called the MoKinley bill.
Apy man of ordinary intelligence
could have made the same changes
which resnlted in its being callad the
“ MoKinley bill” in about an hour.

Politics in the Bouth.

Eprror Apvocars:—Hare, enroute for
Birmingbam from Memphis, | find that
it will be some while until “train time,"
sod g0 I have determined to write a let-
ter for publication in the west, theraby
hoping to throw some light to you upon
the political situation aa I now interpret
it to exist in this state and in the south.

Having just ocircnlated among the
delegates from the great west attending
the Netional Farmers’ Alliance and In-
dastrial Union at Memphis I found that
much interest was manifeated by them
vonosrning the temper and the feeling of
thé reformers of this section after the
recent campaigo, which waa so warmly
fought here,and was generally so re-
markable and peculiar. That our west-
ain brothers learned at Memphis that
we are yot loyal, 1 have no doubt. ButI
do doubt if sny one who doea not thor-
oughly understand politics in the south
could have any definite opinion of the
political situation a8 itis by mere in-
qniry,

No conoeption of the sctual conditions
that confront the reformers of the south
can be had by anything short of residence
in thia eection.

I regret, sadly regret, that the mis-
taken idea is somewhat prevalent in the
weat that the reformersof the sonth over-
rated their strength, and made exagger-
ated claims 1n order to influence the
voters of other sections, I write honeatly
and truly, and as one who has been in
8 position to be correotly informed, when
I state that a majority of the intelligent
and of all voters of Alabama are believers
in the doctrines of the People’s party.

Qur people are firm in their adherenoce
to these grent principles of reform. And
in the batile of ballots in November we
fought a good fight and kept the faith,
but the democrats kept the votes by their
repeated, savage, disgraceful and revo-
lutionary methods.

The multitade of our forcea have not
been overestimated, The determination
of our people cannot be overrated, We
realize the critical conditions that con-
front us. But we will work out onr sal-
vation. Wae will fight out ourcause, and
the time has come when wa are in the
spirit to fight it out in any way the right
demands.

Cleveland’s election was an esapecial
calamity to the south. In Alabama,
upon Wednesday after Tuesday, the day
of the national , election, the democrats
conoeded us four congressmen and de-
clared the state to be “in doubt” The
returna from the usual ballot box stufl-
ing precincts were being withheld. When
the naws of Cleveland's sweeping slec-

tion reached Alabama, the demoorats
then run up their vote and it Is donbtful
whather they know themselves how high
thay “connted it.'"' It General Weaver
or the republicans had swept the coun-
try, I seriously doubt it the democrats
of Alabama would have put up any
earnest claim whatever; for thay knew
we had determined, if such were the csse,
to go to the bottom of the matter.

The people of the west conquered their
immediate political snemy; the ralormers
of the sonth were thrown upon the mercy
of their immediate pohitical antagoniata.
We rejoics in the fullness of your victory
and our viotory in what I conoeive to be
the absolute destruotion of the republi-
onn party.

Now the party of “if we had a chance”
haa a chanoe, and s demoorat never took
chance to make & good chance, and [ am
confident that there will be another dull
thud 1o four years, and the democratio
purty will be interred beside ita twin
spineter sister.  Our peuple hers regard
the results of the recent election asa
grand triumph of the Paople's party.
Wahave obliterated the republioan party.
The democratic party in now on the chop
block, and its epitaph—'died of non-
entity"—-will soon be written. I believe
it. So don't think the People's party is
retrogradiog, or is weak io the sonth. It
is not true,

“Qarry the news to Hannah; we will
keep n-coming and get there too, or die
in the ditch s-jumping!”

Fraternally, J. C. Manwine,

Member National commiltes, Becretary
State Executive Committes, People's
party.

Dirmingham, Alabama.

The Homestead Outooms.

The conclusion of the Homeatead
strika by the defeat of the men, an-
nounced in yesterday's News, was in-
evilable. Yel nothing has been seltled
except the power of money to starve
wage-workers into submission, By that
irrational sort of labor controversy the
men have been heavy losers; but, while
the Carnegie company has lost Lwo dol-
lars to their ope, that Joss counts as

nothing from their essily secquired
millions.

Labor cannot too soon learn that the
only way to successfully fight millionaire
barons of industry is with the ballot
While toilers have in the past been wast-
ing their political strength, or allowed it
to be turped against themselves, men of
the Andrew Carnegie type have been
coneolidating their influence to mould
legislation in their own interest, in order
that they might be able to secure far
more than their just shars of the profita
of industry, In addition to that, they
have cuused lawas to be enacted which
pluoe lsbor at a grisvously unfair dis-
advantage in controversies about wages,
Not satisfled with practically controlling
the state military foros, thay have en-
coursged the orgamization and equip-
ment of an irresponaible private army of
mercenaries, to be subject to their call in
formidable foroe, nnd liable, 1n the eyent
of any contest between labor and capital
to be hurled against workingmen with
bullst and bayonet, to istimidate and
kill if necessary.

In the Homestead case, s detail of 500
of these private sasassins was shipped
into Pannsylvania uoder contract with
the Carnegie company for the purpose of
terrorizing snd mordering the men,
should the advance of thia unsuthorized
foree, intrenched behind the steel-clad
bulwarks of vessels armoured for Lthe oo-
camon, be impeded in its lawless prog-
ress, This darling and reckless wlop was
taken by the Carnegie company, aa was
confessed by Mr. Frick to the congres-

slonal committes, befors the mbility of
the sheriff of the county to maintaln the =~
poace had bean conaiderad or aacertalned,
and régardless of tha right and dutyof
that offiver to sesk reinforcements,
should it become necessary, from the
regularly ocopstituted authorities. Tha
lawleas sct led to the tragedy that fol
lowed, and the company that instigated
it is morally responsmble for the conss-
quences, If legal responsibility dose not
nitach, it is becauss the law hasbeen
adjusted to the selfish requirements of
the rich and the powertul and does not
equally protect the poor and the weak.

While the moral sense of the nation
recoguized the intimate connection be-
tween the Pinkerton army that was
hurried to the front at Homestead and
the suocceeding trouble—a connection
that was noted and seriously commented
on from the floors of congress—this fack
has not prevented the Carnegle com- =
pany from & malignant and cold-blooded  °
prosecution of every siriker who could
be 1mplicated upon the evidence of
Pinkerton sples—evidence thal a mem-
ber of the Pinkerton foroe declared to the
congressional investigating commitiea ab
Chicago last week was worthlees, since
the vonditions of that service are saoh
that 8 premium iy offered for perjury.
An old Penneylvania law hea been re-
vamped for tha benefit of the Carnegle
company, and upon such mercenary evi-
dence a number of the Homestead work-
ers have been indicted for treason. If
18, forsooth, no violation of the Penneyl-
vanis statuty which forbids the invagion
of the etate by sn armed foree, when
capital descends to the trick of trana-
porting the force on one train and sa
arsensl upon snother snd arming the
men within the stata line; but if work-
men resort to the ooly means left them
for making teras for their labor, orif
they defend themselves and their homea
from the lawless invasion of hireling
desperadoes, they are gnilty of tresson
?nd liable to prosecution under varions
'orma,

The Carnegie company is part of an
extenmve oombination of oorporate
bodies that have conspired to orush out
labor unionism, that labor may be placed
at their mercy and wade subject to the
infumous finunoial and industrisl con-
ditions by which the musses of the peo-
ple sre oppressed and undergoing a slow
process of pauperization that the bulk of
all wealth may be abeorbed and epjoyed
by comparatively a very few persons,

There will be nothing better instorea =
for labor than the Homestead outcome
until wage-workers make common osuse
ut the polls sgainst concentrated capital
that is used primarily for self-augmen-
tation, securad by s legalized plundaring
prooeis opernted against the producing
millions.—Rooky Mountain News, No-
vember 22,

Allisnce men desiring to start or en-
large & co-operative store in a small town

or village can obtain valuable informa-
tion in regard to procuring an experi-
@nced business man and book-keeper aa
manager who will contribute to the capi-
tal stock by addressing " Oo-operation,”
oare J. B. Franch, Topaks, Kas.

*Among the Ozarks™
“The Land of Big Red Apples™ is the




